
DECEMBER 07, 2025 

Mass Schedule & Intentions: Dec 06 - Dec 14, 2025 
Sat, Dec 06 4:00 PM for Hilda & George Wharton 
    by Pat & Family 
Sun, Dec 07 9:00 AM for Gerry Halbedl 
    by Marlene Halbedl 
The Immaculate Conception 
Mon, Dec 08 8:00 AM for Deceased Members of the  
    Latoche Family 
    by Louise & Paul Krug 
 6:00 PM in Honor of Mikayla Yanchik  
    by a parishioner 
*St. Matthew will have mass at 9 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Tue, Dec 09 6:00 PM in Honor of Pat Partner & Jean Lovrich 
    by Shirley Henry 
Wed, Dec 10 7:30 AM HOLY HOUR 
Sat, Dec 13 4:00 PM for the People 
    by the Pastor 
Sun, Dec 14 9:00 AM for Walter E. Chihon, Jr. 
    by his Grandchildren & Great  
    Grandchildren 
Sanctuary Candle Dec 07-Dec 13, 2025  

for Art Partner by the Partner Family 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to have a Mass celebrated for the deceased 
or for special intentions, you will find envelopes at each entrance of the church or you 
can stop in or call the office. Please keep in mind that we schedule as we receive 
mass intentions (we cannot schedule more than one year in advance) and will do our 
best to honor your requests. Let us be kind and considerate of others and allow as 
many as possible in our parish family to be able to request a celebration of Mass and 
remember that the value of a Mass is infinite no matter when it is celebrated.  

SANCTUARY CANDLE – If you would like to donate for the Sanctuary Candle 
to burn in memory of your loved one, for a particular week, please contact the 
parish office and it will be entered and  

scheduled as  we do for mass intentions. (The suggested candle offering is also 
$10.00. If possible, please use the designated envelope and not a mass intention 
envelope) 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE  
Saturday, Dec 06, 4:00 PM:  
LECTORS: 1st-P. Wills; 2nd-T. Bucher; Int-B. Pennington 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 Host: T. Hoffer; Cup: M. Kissell & J. Steinbauer 
ALTAR SERVERS: D. Irwin & T. Smith 
HOSPITALITY: A. Bucher, J. Genesi, N. Lovrich, Sr., B. Risbon 
Sunday, Dec 07, 9:00 AM:  
LECTORS: 1st-N. Lovrich; 2nd-T. Finn; Int-W. Zapotoczny 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 Host: B. Shedlock;  Cup: T. Belis & J. Chestney 
ALTAR SERVERS: K. Shanafelt & C. Shedlock 
HOSPITALITY:T. Carosielli, J. Chestney, T. DelMastro, M. Kowalski 
Saturday, Dec 13, 4:00 PM:  
LECTORS: 1st-T. Evanskey; 2nd-M. Riggle; Int-A. Bucher 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 Host: M. Kissell ; Cup: J. Steinbauer & W. Zapotoczny 
ALTAR SERVERS: D. Irwin 
HOSPITALITY: A. Bucher, J. Genesi, N. Lovrich, Sr., B. Risbon 
Sunday, Dec 14, 9:00 AM:  
LECTORS: 1st-D. Morrissey; 2nd-L. Krug; Int-G. Finn 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE EUCHARIST: 
 Host: P. Krug;  Cup: J. Chestney & T. Colabove 
ALTAR SERVERS: T. Rishel & E. Wolfe 
HOSPITALITY:T. Carosielli, J. Chestney, T. DelMastro, M. Kowalski 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH is a charitable trust of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Altoona-Johnstown, the Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, bishop and 
trustee. 

BAPTISM OF INFANTS: Notify pastor during pregnancy for arrange-
ments and parental/God-parent Faith formation. A Preparation class 
for Parents and God-parents is required prior to Child’s Baptism. 
Please contact Sr. Linda LaMagna to make arrangements to attend a 
Preparation Class. (814) 742-7894 or llamagna@dioceseaj.org 

CONFIRMATION: Formation, classes, and service hours as required by 
the Diocese. 

HOLY MATRIMONY: Notify pastor at least six months before the desired 
wedding date; Diocesan-approved marriage preparation course re-
quired. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: By request. 

PENANCE: Saturdays at 3:30 PM and anytime by request. 

MASS SCHEDULE: Weekend:  Saturday-4:00 PM, Sunday-9:00 AM 
Holy Days of Obligation and Daily Mass as published. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE: The deadline to have information considered for 
the bulletin is Thursday at 12:00 NOON for the upcoming weekend. 
Information can be placed in the box on the office door, in the collec-
tion basket, or emailed to abishopamato@dioceseaj.org. 

REVEREND FATHER MICHAEL PLEVA, PASTOR 
Church Office at St. Joseph's: (814) 742-7075. Office hours: Wednes-
days from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Church Office at St. Matthew's: (814) 684-1480 
Rectory: (814) 684-1480 
Email: mpleva@dioceseaj.org 

SR. LINDA LAMAGNA, CCW, PASTORAL MINISTER 
Office: (814) 742-7894 
Email: llamagna@dioceseaj.org 

ALISON BISHOP-AMATO, ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCIAL ASSISTANT 
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM 
Parish Office: (814) 742-7075 
Email: abishopamato@dioceseaj.org 

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (DRE): SR. LINDA LAMAGNA 
Religious Education Office and Hall: (814) 742-7894 
Church: (814) 742-7075 
Email: llamagna@dioceseaj.org 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Stuart Crocker, Peter Gardella, Jr., Filomena Long,, Barbara Paranich, 
Janine Schirf, , Dominic Tornatore, Jessica Steinbauer, Christopher 
Wagner, Rebecca Wertz 

Schools: St. Joseph Parish supports St. Matthew School and Bishop Guil-
foyle Academy.  

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? OCI (Order of Christian Initia-
tion) Director: Sr. Linda LaMagna. Team: Judy Diebold, Dick & Denny 
Nicewonger, Alison Bishop-Amato. Contact Sr. Linda 814-742-7075.  

WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING Nov 24-Nov 30, 2025 

WEEKLY (SUNDAY) COLLECTION GOAL  $ 5,500.00 

REGULAR WEEKLY (SUNDAY) COLLECTION: $ 1,922.00 

OTHER: (HOLY DAYS, DIOCESAN COLLECTIONS, ETC.) $ 1,355.00 

WEEKLY ONLINE DONATIONS: $ 815.00 

TOTAL WEEKLY COLLECTION: $ 4,092.00 

2025 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES DRIVE TARGET  $ 20,500.00 

CMD COLLECTION TO DATE $ 38,488.25 

SAINT JOSEPH ON-LINE GIVING 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.SAINTJOSEPHBELLWOOD.ORG 

THANK YOU for your Support and Generosity. Please remember that one 
can have a lot of money but still live a really poor life and one can have no 
money at all and live a really rich life. What makes a person truly rich is not 
how much they have but how much they give.  

623 E. Third Street,  
Bellwood, PA 16617 

www.saintjosephbellwood.org   AINT JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH 

mailto:abishopamato@dioceseaj.org
mailto:misola@dioceseaj.org
http://www.saintjosephbellwood.org


UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 

•THE ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE (CONFESSIONS) is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 14, at 5:00 p.m., at St. Joseph Church. 

•KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Meeting - Monday, January  12, at 7:00 
p.m., in the Parish Meeting Room  

•PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, Monday, Jan 26, 6:30 p.m. 

SEVEN ADULTS ARE SEEKING TO EMBRACE THE CATHOLIC 
FAITH. Today, Sunday, December 7, is the Rite of Welcoming for 
seven adults who are interested in becoming Catholics during 
the Easter Season. Please keep in your prayers over the next sev-
eral months: Tyler McNelis, Russell Reed, Jason Yon, Donna 
Akins, Jill Welch, Jennifer Quirin, and Anna Quirin.   

WANTED…Christmas Singers 
If you enjoy praising God in song, come join the St. Joseph sing-
ers! We will have 4 rehearsals to prepare music for the Christ-
mas services. All are welcome. Any questions, contact Beth Rossi 
– (814) 932-0358. Practices are Mondays:  

Dec. 8 7:00 – 830 PM 
Dec. 15 7:00 – 830 PM 
Dec. 22 7:00 – 830 PM 

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH FAMILY TREE - You are invited to hang an 
ornament containing your family name on our 12 ft. Parish Fami-
ly Tree. The tree which is adorned with our individual ornaments 
shows our unity, especially under Christ who be-came one of us. 
It is an example of the beautiful things we can create when we 
join together as one family in Christ. You can pick them up after 
Epiphany Sunday or leave them for us to hang next year.  

PRIESTS FOR THE FUTURE 
Bishop Bartchak is encouraging you to support our diocese's Vo-
cation Appeal. Your gift will fund the diocese's renewed efforts 
to promote vocations to the priesthood, an especially urgent 
need as the number of seminarians for our diocese has been 
very low in recent years. To inspire more young men to consider 
the priesthood, the Vocation Office has developed a robust plan, 
which includes:  

• A newly formed Vocation Team with 5 priests in different re-
gions of the diocese who are committed to offering mentorship 
to young men as they discern their vocations. 
• Our recent Called By Name campaign, which has already con-
nected the Vocation Team with many incredible young men. 
• Discernment Retreats & In-Person Events. 
• Regional Priesthood Discernment Groups, several young men 
are already participating. 
• Fr. Brian Norris's appointment as Vocation Recruiter, expand-
ing the outreach of Fr. Peter Crowe (Vocations Director) and the 
Vocation Team. 
• Revamping communications and marketing to reach more 
young men. 
• Creating a new website with discernment resources: ajvoca-
tions.org. 
• Personally accompanying men as they discern their vocations. 

Our Vocation Team's overall strategy is to identify and accompa-
ny young men as they discern God's call. Bishop Bartchak is ask-
ing all parishioners to be especially generous to ensure dedicat-
ed priests for the future of our diocese. To learn more and make 
a gift, visit ajvocations.org/give.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION for Sunday, December 07, 2025 
Grade School (K-6): 10:00-11:15 a.m. 

High School (Grades 7-11): 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SERVICE PROJECT 

THIS EVENING- Following the First hour of Religious Education, 

we will be joined by Aliva Jacobs who will introduces us to the 

Preparation of the Jared Boxes. This is one of our Service Pro-

jects.  

CONFESSION TIME WITH PENANCE SERVICE – Both Grade and 

High School Students are reminded of the Penance Service next 

Sunday, December 14, at 5:00 p.m. in the Church. 

Junior High and High School Students will have a Service project 

of making cards for our Veterans immediately after the Pen-

ance Service. A Pizza Party will be provided. DISMISSAL WILL BE 

AT 7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BASKET GIVEA-
WAY: Our Parish has been asked to collect Pajamas and Under-
garments for approximately 120 baskets. We are also asking our 
Religious Education students to donate a toy, new or gently 
used. There is a box in the Church Basement Religious Education 
Center for the collection of Toys. Boxes are at both entrances of 
the Church for the collection of pajamas and undergar-
ments. Please have your donations in by Friday, December 19. 

THANK YOU TO THE JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL STU-
DENTS WHO ASSSISTED WITH THE CHRISTMAS TEA. Great job 
and so many people were edified with your service.  

JOIN US FOR OUR JANUARY “2026” ZOOM LAY ECCLESIAL MINIS-

TRY/ADULT ENRICHMENT CLASS. The following class is open to all! 

· Sacraments taught by Deacon Michael Russo, Thursdays from 6:00-8:30 
PM (8 weeks) beginning January 8. The cost of this class is $35.00 and a 

$20.00 material cost fee that can be turned in with the Registration Form. 

· To Register please visit the diocese website at www.dioceseaj.org/lay-
ecclesial-ministry, or see your parish priest or secretary for a registration 
form or by contacting Jessica, Office of Adult Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial 
Ministry at (814) 361-2000 or via email at jgramling@dioceseaj.org. All are 

welcome! 

Please Note that the Registration Deadline for this class is Friday, De-
cember 19. No registrations will be accepted after this date. 

FREE SOUP & DESSERT: Every Wednesday thru the Hope Center. 
This is an outreach of the Council of Churches. Lunches will be 
delivered to the elderly & disabled. If you would like a meal or 
know of someone who would, call Stella Genesi: 814-742-9127.  

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, 1114 N Cambria St, Bellwood, has a 
Clothing Giveaway on the second Saturday of each month, 9:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m. Clothing, especially men’s and children’s, may 
be dropped off at the church (top of covered ramp at the side of 
the church). Contact person-Janice Endress 814-742-7416. 

RAISERIGHT! Help our Parish earn money by purchasing gift cards 
for your shopping needs. See a representative in the Vestibule to 
order gift cards for places like Hometown Market, Martin’s, Sheetz, 
Walmart, Home Depot... Visit https://www.raiseright.com/ for a 
complete list. Place an order after mass & Pick up the following 
weekend - Our parish gets a percentage back. Bellwood Hometown 
Market cards are usually on hand. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. 

https://www.raiseright.com/

